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SUBSCRIBERS 


| Obſervations in the Ax r of PAINTING, 


2 E following Letter being 
. Ae wrote to a particular Perſon ; 
and judging it neceſlary, that 
all thoſe who have favour'd 
me with their Subſcription, 
ſhould have a rational Aſſu- 
rance of their receiving what they fubſcrib'd 
for; I thought I could not bettui anſwer 
that Intention than by publiſhing of it; with 
ſome Thoughts on Genius, and other neceſ- 
fary intereſting Occurrences, which tho' not 
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directly concern'd with this Apology, have 
however ſo far a relative Tendency as yet 
more to explain its virtual Signification. 
For which Reaſon I uſe this Method of 
moſt humbly- addreſſing myſelf to the fa- 
vourable Conſiderations of thoſe Perſons of 
Honour who ſubſcribed for Obſervations in 
the Art of PAINTING to their 


moſt obliged, 
and moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant 


Feb. 1749-50. GEORGE ALLEN 
Portrait-Painter: 
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5 if 
Mr. | 

S IR, 5 
HE ſhort Chat we had together (When | 

| laſt at your Houſe) on 15 Subject of 0 
Painting, occaſions my effecting now i 

what I have often thought proper, as 


an Apology for ſo long. Time before my Sub- 
ſcribers receive the Book they have paid their 
Money for; particularly thoſe of my own Pro- 
feſſion, who have favoured me; amongſt which 
Mr. happily and deſervedly enjoys the 
Harveſt of the Pencils. 

1 have often ſaid, and repeat it; that my 
Caſe (all Things confider?d) i is an unparallelPd 
one. The many Difficulties I have experienced, 
would poſſibly have deen 2 to 2 
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every one of leſs Reſolution than myſelf: But 
thank Heaven, tho* Difficulties have diſturb'd 
my Deſigns, . they have not been capable of de- 
ſtroying that Vigour, which actuates a conſtant 
Application both to the Pencils and Pen; to 
ſuch a Degree, that I believe few living employs 
more Time in the conjunctive Practice; in a 
private Manner, *tis true, but then with this ad- 
vantageous Circumſtance attending, that my 
Application is the Study and real Improvement 
of the Art to myſelf, as I can make appear. 
More lucrative Practice I confeſs would be 
much more to the Purpoſes and temporary 
Conveniencies of Life : But really and truly I 


cannot help being ſomewhat of Du Freſnoy*s Con- 


ſtitution of thinking, who was twenty Years be- 
fore he thought his Poem upon Painting finiſh*d 
ſufficiently for Poſterity; and certainly this is 
one of the beſt Things ever wrote on the Sub- 
jet. The Works of Apelles and other Grecian 
Painters, (who have wrote in the Art they 
profeſſed) by Time and Accidents are loſt 
and gone. How it fares with others, I can't 
ſay, but freely own, that I find it no very 
ealy Matter to reach my own Ideas, either 


in Painting or Writing; notwithſtanding the 


many Productions of the Mind in each, which 
give me, whar I think reaſonable Pleaſure in 
ſome Degree. 

That my Subſcribers will receive what they 
have ſubſcribed to me for, is as morally ſure, 
as any thing can be on rational Principles, 
built on honeſt Intentions. The Work is done, 
though like a Picture ſtanding by at hand, 


as finiſhed; often retouched with yet more 
| Accu- 


r ˙ A ⁵ rr — — 
r ©1507 2» Re A” 


(9: 


Accuracy and Spirit:* And nothing prevents 
the immediate publiſhing, but the Difficulties 
it's Author experiences in the Circumſtances of 
his Affairs: A ſufficient Apology, I hope, to 
thoſe Perſons of Honour and ſociable Conſidera- 
tion he applied to (without any publick Adver- 
tiſement) as the Means of helping torward the 
Deſign. | 
He don't defire to be reckoned amongſt thoſe 
trading Book-makers who can happily enough 
roduce one or more every Year ; this ſingle 
iece, of Obſervations in the Art of PainTinG, 
&c. is the only legitimate Boy of the Feather- 
kind he propoſes to have any Acquaintanee with 
the Publick ; however productive his charming 
Aſſociate may be, accompany*d with her Siſter 
Poetry, two ideal Girls, which though a good 
Chriſtian, I make no Scruple to have a very 
cloſe Acquaintance with all ; if any little Brats, 


of the Pamphlet-kind, fit for the Foundling-Ho- 
ſpital, ſhould appear, ſuch Effects of Nature's 


haſty Produce may be an Exception; and T1] 


be anſwerable for whatever I am the Parent of, 


in this Sort of generative Way, that they ſhall 
come into the World with the Stamina of Vir- 
tue in their Conſtitutions, ſo that it ſhan't be 
my Fault if they're not uſeful to the Publick. 


ere, I think, may 'properly enough be 


ſomething offer*d, in Anſwer to what I had not 
Time, at ow Houſe, to ſpeak to. If you re- 
member, I then only ſaid, that there was none 


applied more to the Pencils and Colours than I 

did, which you ſeem'd to be ſurpriz'd at; be- 
Which Amendments by Interlinings, and ſometimes 

— Paragraphs, will make a freſh Tranſcript neceſſary 
Y+ 7 155 | | | 
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Oppreſſion of Genius; a Thought too monſtrous 


(8) 

cauſe I ſuppoſe I'm ſo oft? ſeen in Publick; and 
ſeem to get too little from ſuch Applications, 
as might capacitate my making a better Ap- 
pearance; ar, &c, I can't tell what: And you 
my not forget on what Occaſion this was 
ald. | 
That Raphael, as you expreſſed, would not 
have been what he was, without Application, is 
a Truth, I believe no Body will diſpute. To 
which I may add, nor Shakeſpear neither, more 
of a Genius than Raphael; for the Italian Painter 
copied and made large Advantages of the An- 
tients; but the Engliſb Poet, as greatly gifted 
as any of the Antients, copied nobody ; bur like 
thoſe durable Models, took all his Lights from 
the great and inexhauſtible Source of Nature, 
(influenced by his Genius) the Fountain of all 
that ever was, is, or ever will be beautiful in 
Art. The manual Operation of the Painter, 
perhaps you'll ſay, requires more Application 
than the Poets, to make him in any Degree 
perfect, ay, na doubt on't ; but there's an Ac- 
curacy too in Writing, above that of Types, ari- 
ſing from Practice, which ſupports my Parallel 
ſufficiently; inſomuch, that I need not ſcruple 
ſaying, if Shakeſpear had continued the Wooll 
Trade, and not wholly applied to poetical dra- 
matic Exerciſes, we had never had the Pleaſure 
of reading thoſe many ſtrong and immortal Pic- 
tures of the Mind in black and white of his de- 
lineating; for 'twas Characters he peculiarly 
ſhone in, Jy 

But, as to what you ſaid, of meer Applica- 
tions conquering Genius, *tis impoſſible, un- 
leſs amongſt Barbarians, or worſe Tyranny and 
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for a free Country; nor does any Inſtance occur 
to my. Memory, in any the moſt arbitrary, of 
ſuch cruel oppreſſive Proceedings. No ture | 
The. Arts have ever found Protection and En- 
couragement; except amongſt brutal and bar- 
barous People, and never was extinguiſh*d, 
but with the Deſtruction of the Politeneſs and 
Liberties of that Government, that ſnould have 
ſupported them. What Mr. Pope ſays of a 
Genius, may indeed require ſome attending to; 
you may know a Genius, ſays he, by this 
Rule; the Blockheads are in Confederacy a- 
gainſt him; (upon Recollection, I believe, he 
lays Dunces, but the Difference is not worth 
Amendment.) If ſo, why poſſibly Craft and 
Combination may prove a temporary Evil 
to Genius, as the miſchievous Tricks of a 
Monkey, or a Dog, may be hurtful to a Man 
of any Degree of Capacity. But GEN Ius being 
of the pureſt elemental Nature, ſooner or 
later, by the Aid of Minerva will triumph 
over all Oppoſition in thoſe Arts influenced by 
Aitherial Power. . 5 

Poeticks however apart, the Anſwer intended 
is this; That the Conſequences of my conſtant Ap- 
plication to Painting, agreeable to the Maxim of 
Apelles. No Day without a Line, hath had this 
good and advantageous Effect ; that however it 
might have been ſome Years ſince ; the pre- 
ſent Performances in Portrait, or Face-painting 
of others, gives me no Ideas above what I 
know myſelf capable of performing; and in 
ſome Inſtances, the moſt eſfential, I think much 
hetter; and in Fact, That in all the accumulated 
Parts neceſſary to form an able Portrait Painter, 
there are none more amply, and better quali- 


hed. | 
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fied. *Tis not a common Thing for a Man at 
my Time of Life to make Improvements in 


Arts, (though Mich. Angelo, at Fourſcore, ſaid 


he learned ſomething every Day ;) but how- 
ever, the Thing is ſo far from impoſſible, that 

I can prove it Truth ; and whoever conſiders 
the Happineſs of my Conſtitution, and knows 
the conſtant and indefatigable Addreſs I have 
made in my Studies for a conſiderable Time 
paſt, won't be ſurprized at it, from the vir- 
tual Effects, flowing from phyſical and moral 
Cauſes, which I could innumerate if neceſſary, 
for it is an undoubted Truth, that we are very 
apparently influenced by both. 

The only Thing I ſuppoſe, that may attract 
Wonder from others will be, that one who a- 
mongſt other Scandals thrown on him, hath 
been repreſented as idle, ſhould actually, and 
in fact, be quite the Reverſe, which is poſſi- 
tively the Caſe, 5 

Such Expreſſions in Favour of Self (how 
juſt ſoever) are none of the moſt agreeable; and 


| ſhould never have here come from my Pen, but 


in Anſwer to one as extraordinary of Mr. 
in his own Houſe, bearing a little too ſenfibly 
upon your Hearer; who though of a mild 
Diſpoſition enough, hath a more than ordinary 
Love for Propriety, and that Juſtice every Man 
in Society has a Right to; amongſt which he 
would by no Means be thought to exclude him- 
ſelf; whoſe Qualifications he may be ſuppoſed 
to know better in Reality than any other Per- 
ſon can, conſidering the Privacy Diſcretion 


| hath for ſome time thought proper to make 


his Conduct ; and if you pleaſe, allowing a lit- 


| tle of the modern good Opinion, (which we 


may 


„ 

may call Self. ſufficiency if you will, J don't care) 
to ballance the Load of diſingenuous and invi- 
dious Oppoſition. But enough of this at pre- 
ſent, and more rather, than neceſſary for any 
to know from me but a Subſcriber. To con- 
clude diſputing then, he that paints beſt may 
be reckon'd the beſt Painter; and he that in 
the End gets moſt Money, the richeſt Man; 
as he's undoubtedly the moſt happy, who en- 
Joys the greateſt Degree of rational Satisfaction 
in his Mind, let their Appearance be what it 
will; or the Liquids they drink flow from the 
French, Portugal, or &c. Grapes, the Engliſh 
Apple, or Malt, or the Chineſe Leaf; if the 
divine Particle, Content be there, a neat 
Board of China ſurpaſſes all Magnificence with- 
out it. | 

You may eaſily imagine, that I have yet my 
Expectations of plentifully gathering the Advan- 


tages ariſing in the full Practice of my Profeſſion _ 


of PoRTRAIT PAINTING); I really have, 
and ſuch as I think are very rationally founded; 
for the Completion of which, that happy Diſ- 
poſition which hath hitherto enabled my Ap- 
plication and Fhinking too; allowing beſides 
a good deal of Exerciſe, and looking about me, 
collecting from Nature and Art, ſuppoſe, ſuch 
Materials as ſtore the Mind of every inſpective 
Profeſſor of Art, gives me no ſmall Encou- 
ragement and reaſonable Aſſurance; and there- 
by of eſtabliſhing lome Degiee of Fame, bath 
as a Painter, and a Writer in the Art. 
To enter one's ſelf as a Complainant, either 
to a Friend or the Publick, againſt Injuries re- 
ceiv'd, would by many, poſſibly be thought too 
Childiſh ; and indeed not quite compatible 
B 2. with 
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with my own Temper. Thus much however, 


may be convenient to ſatisfy my Subſcribers, 
that I have had a greater Share of thoſe (I'm 
ſorry to ſay it) too faſhionable Doings, than are 
conſiſtent with Honour, Juſtice, or good-Poli- 
cy; and this may be an additional Paragraph to 
my foregoing Apology, as having render'd my 
Endeavours yet more difficult : But whatever 
I have ſuffered from ſuch injurious Intentions, 
they have at leaſt awakened the Indolency of 
the Mind, and taught ſome Caution. The Au- 
thors of ſuch Attempts, I think of with the 


deſerved Contempt all Perſons of Honour, 


Worth, and Honeſty, muſt treat the Authors, 
of ſuch Uſage. The good Opinion of Perſons - 
of Honour, Worth, and Honeſty, having al- 
ways been, and ever ſhall be my Ambition to 


attain; regardleſs whatever others think of me; 


who, Iam apt to believe, (from perhaps a more 
cloſe Obſervation of Events, than is ordinarily 
attended to) at their ſettling of Matters in this 
Particular, will have no Cauſe to exult; Allen 
having ſome latent Qualities they ſeem -nor 
quite acquainted withall : one Pl mention, 
which is, neither to love nor fear ſuch rabble- 
rout Diſturbers of other Men's Property, c. 


and conſequently never intimidated by any ſuch 


impotent Attempts from going on in his honeft 
Deſigns, but rather redoubling his Efforts as 


| Occaſion requires; ſome Truths of which, he 


puts on the Ifſu@of Time for producing, 
This defenſive Letter, I thought neceſſary, to 

give a Subſcriber a more true Idea of the Perſon 

he has a Demand upon, than poſſibly he could 


otherways have, and at the ſame Time to do my- 


ſelf that Juſtice eyeryMan for himſelf hath a mw 


(433. 
ful Claim to, and if he thinks fit; may make a 
or oper Uſe of it, to ſet his Affairs in a true 
gh 


t, as far as he judges convenient to be 


known: And ſince I have the Opportunity, 
(tis but making a long Letter a little longer) 
lell touch a little on -the Subject of Writing on 
the Art of Painting, my Gbſervations ariſing 
from actual Converſe, which Memory retains 
very faithfully. 

So long ago as when Mr. Richardſon publiſh'd 
his firſt Treatiſe, I being in Company with ſe- 
veral Painters at a Tavern, one, allow'd a 
very ingenious-Man, upon my mentioning the 
Book with ſome Degree of Reſpect, was very 
Jocoſe and free upon what 1 thought had its 
Merits. Why have you read it then, ſaid 12 
No, nor don't intend it, ſays he; which fur- 
niſh'd me with Matter ſufficient for Mirth. — 
When I conſider. the Reputation Mr. Richand- 
ſonis Writings (though in ſome Reſpects,, per- 
haps a little affected) gave to the Diſpoſal of 
his fine Collection of Drawings ;* for I always 
thought ſo, and think it can't be deny'd; and 
at the ſame- Time think of the Conſequences: of 
a meer manual Operation only, though to a 
good Degree, ſuch as I could wiſh leſs prov'd 
in this Perſon's unfortunate Situation, from one 
of the firſt Practice ſeveral -Years together ih 
Buſineſs) I can't help entertaining an high Opi- 
nion in Favour of that han which is 
founded in Theory. 

Another Time I afk'd a painter of Reputa- 

tion too, amongſt ſuch Queries as ſerve to en- 


Sold at the Beginning of the Year 1747, taking up 
Eghtcen Nights in the Sale. 
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lighten, or ſtrike up freſh Ideas amongſt Paint- 
| ers, what he thought Rubens meant by throw- 
| 7 ing the broken Pieces of magnificent Archi- 
. 


tecture at Bottom of the large Picture of the 
Birth of our Saviour? What ſays he, why to 
fill up, to be ſure, nothing elſe. Had this Gen- 
tleman been more converſant in the thinkin 
| Part of Painting, than his Anſwer ſeem'd to 
ſignify, Pam apt to believe he'd have given à 
| better Reaſon in Favour of Rubens, and much 
| more to the Reputation of the. Art and himſelf 
| a Profeſſor of it; for it muſt be allow'd at leaſt, | 
as great Painters as himſelt have been conver- 
| ſant with the Writer's on the Art, and have 
given Proofs of their Capacity and Perfor- 
| mance too this Way ; ſuch I preſume would 
| readily take Rubens's Meaning to be alluſive 
| to that Downfal of the Heathen Glory and 
| Magnificence, which the Birth of the World's 
| Redeemer was to (and did) bring to paſs. *Tis 
ſcarce poſſible to conceive, that the judicious 
{ and elegant thinking Compoſer of this Picture, 
1 ſhould have brought Corinthian or lonick Ca- 
; pitals into the Stable of an Inn, where Beaſts 
were ſtall'd, for any Purpoſes but what I have 
here mentioned; and as ſuch, *tis a beautiful 
| Deſign *, at the ſame time it ſerves the Intent 
of enriching and variating the View. 
| | Another 
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h This is one of the advantagious Effects of Genius, 
5 that in ſo trifling a Circumſtance as two or three Pieces of 
i broken Stone, can judiciouſly raiſe one of the nobleſt Ideas 
1 the Human Mind is capable of. 7 75 
Guido, in a Picture of Mr. Furni/s's Collection, has an 
! Inſtance of this Effect to a great Degree: Generofity or 
s Eiberality, ſtanding in the open Air, while ſhe offers her 
9 Store to Modeſiy with one Hand, holds in the other 4 
H . 4) . g N Open , 


Another ingenious merry Perſon, as often as 
this Buſineſs of Writing ſtarts in Converſe, 
pleaſes himſelf with repeating the Anſwer, 
Kneller gave (as ſaid) to Richardſon ; viz. Let 
him write on Cloth with his Pencils and Co- 
lours. To which Repetition my Anſwer is, 
That however Sir Godfrey might be juſtified 
in ſuch an Expreſſion (if he did make it) I'II 
venture to ſay there are but few, if any, that 
can Graphically deſcribe a Head on Canvas, 
equal to what Mr. Rzichardſon could; and it 
may be preſumed thoſe thought as well of him 
too, who gave him more for his Heads than 
ever the Baronet received. Indeed I never 
thought him further equal to himſelf in this 

principal Part; and if I were to add, that there 
was as few amongſt thoſe who ſlight him, that 
could accurately read him too, good Senſe 
would ſupport the Expreſſion, in Defence of a 
Gentleman, who without any familiar Acquain- 
tance, I always retain*d an Eſteem for; think- 
ing that both by the Pen and Pencil he has done 
ſome Honour to the Profeſſion ; and as an Eng- 
gliſbman to his Country. And further, that his 
Example regarded in treating the Art with 
Dignity, would be the only Means of raiſing 
the Reputation of Painting in England, ſome 
have complained as diminiſhed z I don't fay 
ſo; but no wonder if it ſhould, if mechanic, 
rather 


epen'd Pair of Compaſſes revers'd; making thereby an 
Angle in Direction towards unbounded Space — What a 
ſabſime Idea does this raiſe in the Mind of obſerving 
Spectators, as ſignificant of giving an unlimited Power to 
take; which the Dignity and Pleaſure of her Countenance 
confirms, Such are the Excellencies which gives (-enius 
Preheminence ; many of which are to be found in the 
Compoſitious of the beſt Painters, | 
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| rather than ſcientific Principles, are prefer'd in an 


Art where thoꝰ they both are noceſſary, its firſt 
and eſſential requiſite is Genius, without which 
all Labour is trifling, ſerving only the En- 
tertainment of Ignorance and Folly, and often 
worſe Purpoſes, by debaſing a noble Art into 
ſuch low and ſcandalous Deſigns, as great and 
fublime Genius's have always look'd upon with 


Scorn and Contempt, never ſuffering their 


Pencils to engage therein, Amongſt all the 
numerous, free, and gay Deſigns of Sir P. P. 
Rubens, who was a Stateſman, as well as a 
Painter; I never ſaw one bordering upon Ri- 
baldry, or that could be meant as injurious to 
any Perſon whatever. No. Such dirty Doings 
are to be found only in the loweſt Tribe ; and 
whatever Pittance (if any) of Genius God has 
given them, tis of-that Claſs, as is never like- 


ty to add any thing to the Reputation of Paint- 


ing; but poſſibly may anſwer their Ends bet- 
ter in their Hands, if they can get but Mo- 
ney by it, which according to ſonte modern 
corrupt Traffic, ſeems ſuppoſed to be that 


which anſwers all Things. When I conſider this 


kind of Practice, and the Encouragement it hath 
met with in ſome Inſtances ; I'm ſupply*d me- 
thinks with ſome ſort of Reaſons * that in- 
different Opinion, a French Abbe has pub- 
liſn'd of the Engliſß Genius; eſpecially too, 
if there ſhould be any Facts of the moſt diſ- 
honourable and unjuſt Means imaginable, uſed 
to diſcountenance and ſtifle Genius where it was 
allow'd to be, and born with the Poſſeſſor, 
fubſtituting mere Nothingneſs, or at beſt ve- 

| ry 


* The Abbe Blanch; 
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ry low and laborious Talents in its ſtead, and 
rendering thereby the Exgliſb moſt conſpicu- 
_ ouſly contemptable to Foreigners in theſe Mat- 
ters: But 'tis to be hoped, there is no ſuch 
miſchievous Pieces of Impotency to be found. 

I have dwelt the longer on this Subject, as 
knowing you are a Collector of Works of Ge- 
nius, to which you can conſtantly apply for 
Demonſtration : Be it remembred however, 
that as the Province of the Painting Genius 
is to find, diſtribute, and then to execute with 
Freedom and Propriety ; I muſt not be under- 
ſtood by meer Appliers to the Pencil, thoſe 
laborious Machines whoſe Employ ments is to 
fix on one Cloth ; what they ſee ſtanding before 
them on another, artfully performed by the 
Influence of Genius. 

If any of the Perſons before mentioned, tho 
without Name, happen to ſee our Chat ſo long 
ago revived, I promiſe myſelf their known 
Love for the Art, and Freedom of Diſcourſe, 
will excuſe ſuch Memorials, as a hearty Lover 
and cloſe Obſerver thought neceſſary ; nay, 
abſolutely ſo, in Defence of his own Opinion, 
and to endeavour at leaſt to do that Juſtice 
to Truth, and the Honour of the Profeſſion, 
he thinks due from him, both as an Author 
and a Painter, who hath reaſonable Expecta- 
tions of enjoying thoſe Benefits conſequential 
of ſome Abilities, and a good Name, from 
thoſe whence Praiſe is deſireable, and who have 
it in their Power to encourage, and reward the 
Arts; as I have advanced nothing but what I 
believe Truth, and that decently. 

Painters either are, or ſhould be Gentlemen, 
and I hope will always preſerve ſuch a Beha- 

| C viour 
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| viour as ſubſtitutes that Character; an Example 
[| of which may be ſeen in your ſelf, who agree- 
| | ably enjoys the general good Opinion in this 
. Particular. And notwithſtanding what I have 
I | here thought neceſſary to remonſtrate upon, 
| as a meer defenſive Point, there are none who 

ö have a juſter Opinion of your Merits, than 

S 1 R, 
| 2 | Your b &c, 
: May, 1749. 
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